ALUMNA SPOTLIGHT

The Inherent Dignity of Every Person

Donna (Camarro) Murray is a 1978 graduate of Mary Help of Christians Academy. After graduation

she relocated to Florida and received a bachelor’s degree in criminal justice from the University of South
Florida. She was certified by the Department of Children and Families as a child protective investigator
and eventually transitioned to the Public Defender’s office where she advanced to Chief Investigator,
worked in the capital homicide unit and conducted death penalty mitigation investigations. She earned
her masters degree in criminal justice administration from USE, is a licensed private investigator and in
2017 established her own investigative agency specializing in death penalty mitigation for clients facing the

death penalty and juvenile resentencing.

= Many people have asked how
I could represent murderers
§ and try to save them from

a death sentence. The death
penalty is said to protect

g society, punish the offender,
| and provide justice for the
victim’s family. I have often
heard “fry ‘em,” especially
when it comes to crimes
against children. I think back on my years at MHCA
and the deep sense of compassion and empathy instilled
in me by the Salesian Sisters where every student was
respected and had value.

Life in prison is certainly a punishment that protects
society however a death sentence does not provide
justice to the victim's family. State-sanctioned murder
is still the killing of another human being. Pope Fran-
cis has said that the death penalty attacks the inherent
dignity of all humans. He has also said that executions
feed a feeling of revenge that becomes a dangerous
poison for society. The death penalty is inhumane and
demeans human dignity.

When I sit in a tiny interview room with a client in a
county jail waiting for his trial or someone on Florida’s
death row who has already been convicted and sen-
tenced to death, it is essential to set aside the horrible
facts of the crime and focus on the person sitting across
from me, on their humanity. I learn about their life; we
laugh, cry, and sometimes pray.

My experiences at MHCA set a strong foundation to
respect life and find the good in people, even if they do
not see it themselves. Most of my clients suffer from
mental illness, traumatic brain injury, childhood trauma,
physical or sexual abuse, or abandonment. Often it is a
combination of factors and experiences that span famil-
ial generations and lead to a disturbed trajectory in life.
Without a positive role model and proper guidance, it is
not surprising that my clients lose their way and make
such poor choices. Often, they have not had any spiritual
upbringing. As a mitigation specialist, seeking family
history from records and collateral interviews can be a
daunting task. The goal is to help explain the behavior;

it is never an excuse for murder. My educational experi-
ence at MHCA led me to this career and taught me that
every life is precious and deserving of mercy.

From the Mailbag: God Is On My Side!

Dear Sr. Mary,

' want to thank you so eo much for your support for me during the tough time | had for 2 1/2 years, which
wore me down to the max. You told me not to worry that God was on my side and to pray to the blessed Mother (who |

say a Rosary to everyday) and you hod the Sistere pray for me aleo. Well guess what? | guess Jesus is a much bet-

ter lawyer than they had. My insurance covered it allll When good fortune comes to me, | always share it with my close
friends. And | consider you one of them at the top of the list. Pleage use this gift ‘as usual' for the retirement fund. To

me, you are truly an angel God cent to me in a time in my life that was so streesful at thie stage of my life, which your

help brought me to tears. God Blese you!

= Joey, Bronx, NY



